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NATIONAL COMMUNICATION AUTHORITY 
 
 

SPECTRUM LICENCE 
NO. ………………. 

 
 

THE LICENCE 
 
The National Communication Authority of the Federal Republic of Somalia, in the 
exercise of the authority conferred upon it by Article 38 and 41 of the National 
Communication Law, no 5 of 2017, hereby grants to (Insert the name of the legal 
entity) of (insert the address) this Spectrum License, which provides the right to use 
the assigned Radio Spectrum in accordance with the terms and conditions of this 
License and the National Communication Law, no 5 of 2017 and Regulations, made 
or issued in accordance with the National Communication Law and applicable 
international treaties and regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
GENERAL MANAGER 

NATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS AUTHORITY 
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1 Definition  
 
In this Licence: 
 
“Act” means the National Communication Law, no 5 of 2017 
 
“Assigned Frequencies” means the frequencies assigned to the Licensee, as set 
forth in 
Schedule A attached hereto; 
 
 “Authority” means the National Communication Authority of the Federal Republic of 
Somalia; 
 
“Authorised Use” means the use of the Assigned Frequencies as described in 
Condition of this Licence; 
 
 “Control” means: 
 
(a) ownership or control (whether directly or otherwise) of twenty five per cent (25%) 

or more of the equity share capital, voting capital or the like of the controlled entity;  
 

(b) ownership of equity share capital, voting capital, or the like by contract or 
otherwise, conferring control of, power to control the composition of, or power to 
appoint, a majority of the members of the board of directors, board of 
management, or other equivalent or analogous body of the controlled entity; or 
 

(c) the possession, directly or indirectly, of the power to direct or cause the direction 
of the management and policies of such person whether through the ownership of 
voting securities by contract or otherwise.  

 
“Electronic Communications Network” means a system that uses electricity or 
electromagnetic energy for providing Communications Services between network 
termination points;  

 
“Harmful Interference” Interference that endangers the functioning of a radio 
navigation service or other safety services or seriously degrades, obstructs or 
repeatedly interrupts a radio communication service operating in accordance with 
radio regulations. Any form of unwanted signal that causes a total or partial loss of 
service to a radio communication station or any unwanted emission of radiation that 
endangers life such as interference to aircraft operation, distress channels, ambulance 
or security services 
 
“Interference” means The effect of unwanted energy due to emissions, radiations or 
inductions upon the reception of a radio communication system manifested by any 
performance degradation, misinterpretation, loss of information which could be 
extracted in the absence of such unwanted energy. 
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“Licence” means this Radio Spectrum Licence granted to the Licensee; 
 
“Licensee” means (insert the name of the company) and, for the avoidance of 
doubt, does not include any Affiliates of the Licensee; 
 
“NCA” means the National Communications Authority of the Federal Republic of 
Somalia; 
 
“Operating License” means communication operating licence issued by the Authority; 
 
“Permissible Interference” means observed or predicted interference, which 
complies, with quantitative interference and sharing criteria contained in Regulations 
or in ITU-R Recommendations or in special agreements as provided for in 
Regulations. Any form of unwanted radiation, whether intentional or non-intentional, 
that causes a degradation of or tolerable disturbance to a radio communication service 
to the extent that it does not cause a partial or total loss of service. 
 
“Primary Basis” means the nature of a right granted to the holder of a Radio 
Spectrum Licence, pursuant to which the licensee is the only Person authorized to use 
the specified frequencies; 
 
“Radio Equipment” Equipment used as transceivers including Access Print 
Transceivers, customer premises equipment and radio relay repeaters which are 
connected within a network 
 
“Radio Stations” One or more transmitters or receivers or a combination of 
transmitters and receivers, including the accessory equipment, necessary at one 
location for carrying on a radio communication service, or the radio astronomy service. 
 
"Regulations" means the regulations as prescribed by Authority in pursuant to the 
Act; 
 

2 Assigned Frequencies and Usage Rights 
 
2.1 Subject to the Act and Regulations, the Licensee shall have the right to use the 

Assigned Frequencies on a Primary Basis.  
 

2.2 The Licensee shall utilize the Assigned Frequencies in full conformity with the FRS 
Frequency Allocation Table including any amendments. 

 
2.3 The Licensee shall comply with any technical or other requirements that the 

Authority may adopt in respect of the Authorized Use. 
 
 

3 Scope of Licence 
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3.1 The Licence does not grant the Licensee any ownership rights in the Assigned 
Frequencies, and no such rights shall be created or implied by virtue of the 
Licensee’s use of the Assigned Frequencies. 
 

3.2 The Licensee shall not use the Assigned Frequencies without valid and effective 
Operating License.  
 

3.3 Licensee shall only use the Assigned Frequencies for wireless 
telecommunications technologies and in accordance with the National Frequency 
Allocation Table (NFAT). 

 
4. Duration and Renewal of Licence  

 
4.1 This Licence shall be valid for twenty (20) year period commencing from the 

License issue date unless the Licence is revoked by the Authority pursuant to 
Article 48 of the Act or surrendered by the Licensee.  
 

4.2 A Licensee may request a renewal of this License by submitting a written 
request to the Authority. 
 

4.3 A renewal request for this License shall be submitted no less than twelve (12) 
months prior to the license expiration date. 
 

4.4 Upon receiving renewal request for the Licensee, the Authority shall review the 
request and renew the Licence within thirty (30) on the same terms and conditions 
as this License or such other terms as may be mutually agreed between the 
Licensee and the Authority.  

 
5. Modification on the Terms and Conditions of Licence 

 
The Authority may modify this License: 
 
5.1 with the consent of the Licensee; 

 
5.2 to bring the terms of this Licence into conformity with international treaty 

obligations or Regulations (including the National Frequency Allocation Table 
(NFAT). 

 
6. Restriction on Transfer of Licence  

 
The Licensee shall not transfer or assign in whole or in part, this Licence or the 
Assigned Frequency usage rights granted herein to any third party, including any 
Affiliate, without the prior written authorization of the Authority. For purposes of this 
condition, “assignment” shall be deemed to include a change of Control of the 
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Licensee. 
 

7. Spectrum Licence Fees  
 

The Licensee shall pay to Ministry of Finance the relevant Spectrum Fees determined 
by the Authority in accordance with Article 40 of the Act and the Regulations made 
thereunder:  
 
(a) on or before the date of issue of the Licence; and  

 
(b) on or before the payment date shown on this Licence for subsequent payments or 

such other date or dates as shall be notified in writing to the Licensee in 
accordance with those Regulations and any relevant terms, provisions and 
limitations of the Licence.  

 
8. Licence Revocation 

 
8.1 Pursuant to Article 48 of the Act and Regulations the Authority may at any time 

after giving the Licensee three (3) months notice to that effect, revoke this Licence 
in any of the following:   

 
(a) If the Licensee is in willful and repeated material breach of the conditions 

attached to this Licence or any conditions of the Act or Regulations and such 
breach has not been ratified within ninety (90) days from the date of 
notification by the Authority to the Licensee of same. 
 

(b) If the Licensee enters into liquidation or is otherwise declared insolvent, 
bankrupt or is in receivership. 
 

(c) If the Licensee fails to eliminate interference caused to other users after being 
duly directed by the Authority. 
 

(d) If the spectrum fees are not paid as and when due. 
 

(e) If the Licensee, without due authorisation from the Authority uses the Assigned 
Frequency for the provision of any service other than that for which it was 
assigned. 

 
(f) Pursuant to Article 41(5), if for six (6) consecutive months the Licensee ceases 

to provide the services for which it was issued. 
 

(g) If the Licensee agrees in writing with the Authority that this Licence be 
revoked. 

8.2 Where the Authority exercises its power to revoke this Licence pursuant to Article 
48 of the Act, the Licensee shall be notified in writing.  
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8.3 Pursuant to Article 48(3) of the Act, the Licensee may appeal against the Authority 

decision to revoke this Licence to any Court with the jurisdiction to hear an appeal 
against the Authority decisions.  

 
9. Access and Inspection  

 
The Licensee shall permit any person authorised by Authority to inspect the Licence 
and Radio Equipment, at reasonable times, to ensure that the Assigned Frequency is 
being used in accordance with the terms of the Licence. 
 

10. Uses of Frequency 
 

10.1 The Licensee shall provide to the Authority information concerning the Licensee’s 
actual or proposed use of the Assigned Frequencies. 
 

10.2 The use to which the Licence shall be applied by the Licensee shall be as specified 
in the License application.  
 

10.3 The Licensee shall assist the Authority in the coordination and management of 
Radio Spectrum and shall make efficient use of the Assigned Frequencies for the 
Authorized Use. The Licensee shall notify the Authority promptly if the Licensee 
no longer requires the use of any or all of the Assigned Frequencies. 
 

10.4 Licensee shall promptly notify the Authority changes in location of authorized 
facilities, emission, power or use of aerial systems relating to the use of the 
assigned Spectrum.  

 
11. Co-ordination of Frequency Assignment 

 
11.1 The Licensee is required to implement frequency co-ordination in conjunction with 

other Licensees in adjacent licensing regions or frequency bands to avoid 
interference. 
 

11.2 Licensee is required to adhere to the ITU technical specifications on emission and 
to co-ordinate with operators in the adjacent frequency slots to control their out-
of-Band Emissions to avoid interfering with each other. 

 
12. Restriction  

 
The Authority may require the Radio Equipment or any part thereof, to be modified, 
restricted in use, or to be permanently or temporarily closed down immediately if the 
Authority determines the use of the Radio Equipment is, or may be, causing or 
contributing to undue interference to the use of other authorized Radio Equipment. 
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13. Penalty for Interference 

 
13.1 Major Interference: Where emission constitutes a Harmful Interference to 

another licensee’s operation which in the opinion of the Authority is within the 
reasonable control of the interfering Licensee, the Licensee shall be required to 
remove the source of the interference immediately when the Licensee is notified, 
failing which the Licensee shall be in breach of this Licence.  
 

13.2 Minor Interference: In the case of minor interference, the Licensee shall 
eliminate the interference within the time limit that may be stipulated by the 
Authority in each case. 
 

13.3 Where emission constitutes any form of Interference as stated above, the 
Licensee shall be liable to payment of a penalty as stipulated in the Authority 
Regulations.  
 

13.4 Further and in addition to 13(3) above, the interfering Licensee shall be liable to 
payment of compensation to the affected party if the interference causes a loss 
of revenue. The Authority shall determine the amount of compensation. 

 
14. Penalties 

 
14.1 Failure to comply with the terms of this Licence shall constitute a violation of the 

conditions of this Licence and such violation shall be dealt with in accordance 
with the procedures set forth in the Act and Regulations. 

 
14.2 The Licensee shall pay to the Ministry of Finance any penalties that may be 

imposed on the Licensee by the Authority for failure to make any payment due 
under this Licence and for any other contraventions of this Licence or the 
applicable Regulations.  

 
15. Record-Keeping Obligations 

 
The Licensee shall maintain the following records up-to date and promptly provide 
the Authority with copies upon request: 

 
15.1 The coverage area of the Licensee’s Electronic Communications Network; 

 
15.2 The measures taken to ensure that each Radio Station is not a source of harmful 

radiation to the public, and the Licensee’s employees and contractors; 
 

15.3 Any information necessary for the Authority to develop and keep updated the 
Frequency Allocation Table and the Authority Frequency Assignment Register; 
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15.4 The emission designation of each Radio Station, as prescribed by the applicable 

Regulators; and 
 

15.5 The Authority may by written notice request a Licensee to give the Authority 
information that is necessary for the effective control, planning, administration, 
management or licensing of the Radio Frequency Spectrum. 

 
16. General Conditions 

 
16.1 The Licensee shall comply with existing and future international coordination 

requirements and procedures, including the relevant international Radio 
Regulations issued by the ITU and the Authority.  
 

16.2 The Licensee shall ensure that under no condition shall the radio emission from 
its Equipment go beyond the Federal Republic of Somalia international 
boundaries. Where co-ordination is required with neighboring countries, the 
Licensee must take a written application for such co-ordination to the Authority. 
 

16.3 Upon request of the Authority, the Licensee shall provide technical assistance 
and support to the Authority in connection with the Government of the Federal 
Republic of Somalia participation in regional and international governmental 
organizations for purposes of spectrum management and coordination. 
 

16.4 The Licensee shall coordinate, when necessary, with other Licensees in in the 
Federal Republic of Somalia to avoid Harmful Interference. In the event of a 
disagreement between or among licensees regarding the prevention or 
causation of Harmful Interference, the affected licensees shall be responsible 
for resolving such disputes expeditiously and, if such efforts are unsuccessful, 
one or more of the licensees involved may request that   the Authority intervene 
to resolve the dispute. 
 

16.5 The services to be provided further to the issuance of this Licence shall only be 
provided within the geographical boundary of the Federal Republic of Somalia 
 

16.6 The Frequencies to be used for the provision of the services are as outlined in 
Schedule hereof. All other frequencies such as backhaul Microwave Frequencies 
etc. that are required to roll out services shall be applied for separately and shall 
be at additional cost. 

 

16.7 This License and the Terms and Conditions hereof, shall constitute the entire 
grant of the License and supersede any prior Licenses, permits or undertakings. 

16.8 The Licensee shall comply with reasonable and all Quality of Service 
requirements established by the Authority. 
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16.9 Any Notice or document required or authorized to be served upon the Licensee 
under this License, may be served by addressing it to the Licensee and delivering 
it to the Licensee’s registered office. 

 
16.10 The Licensee has the right, in accordance with the Act, to access public and 

private property for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the Licensee 
Equipment, subject to the requirement to pay appropriate compensation for any 
such use of public or private property and to repair any damage caused by such 
access to and use of public or private property. 

 
16.11 The Licensee has the right to enter into international roaming agreements with 

international operators for the provision of services within the territory of Somalia. 
The Licensee shall, upon reasonable request, enter into agreements for the 
provision of national roaming, between its licensed system and other domestic 
Licensed Systems of other Licensees authorized by the NCA to provide 
telecommunications services within the territory of Somalia. 

 
16.12 The Licensee shall comply with all Regulations made in pursuant to the Act. 

 
16.13 If any provision this License is deemed unlawful or unconstitutional, the 

remainder of this spectrum License shall remain valid and enforceable. 
 

16.14 The Licensee shall at all time protect the privacy and confidentiality of customers 
and of customers’ communications. 
 

16.15 The Licensee shall at all times ensure that customers may access and call local 
and national emergency services, including police, fire, and ambulance services, 
in particular by dialing an established short code designated in the national 
numbering plan.  

 
16.16 The Licensee shall not be liable for a breach of the terms of this License caused 

by an event of Force Majeure.  
 

 
 
 
 

 


